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I am inspired by the ambitious new key stage 3 curriculum
which is developing at the Nottingham Academy. Through a
relentless focus on the development of skills this new curriculum
ensures pupils build seamlessly on their positive learning
experiences from primary school. The transition to secondary
is exciting but I know it can also be daunting for many of our
pupils. We believe that by putting learning at the forefront of
the transition process we will reverse national trends and see
our pupils make accelerated progress through key stage 3.
I hope you enjoy reading about this innovative project.
Mr G Rae
Lead Principal

Here at the Nottingham Academy we are committed to developing young
people who are able to reason, enquire, create, evaluate and who are
prepared for the demands of a rapidly changing future.
We have created an innovative KS3 curriculum which is driven by a focus on
the development of Key Capabilities, Literacy and Oracy skills and promotes
an ethos of ambition, challenge, academic rigour and achievement.

Literacy is one of the
cornerstones of education
and is first and foremost in
our approach. Improving
literacy improves pupils’
overall achievement and
quality of life.

Key capabilities develop
pupils’ personal and
interpersonal skills,
capabilities and
dispositions, and their
ability to think both
critically and creatively.
Essentially, teaching pupils
to learn how to learn.

‘Be Inspired’
The Nottingham Academy is part of the
Greenwood Academies Trust
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Oracy promotes the spoken
language skills that pupils need
to succeed in education and
in work and so that they can fully
participate in the democratic
process. Allowing pupils to
become confident, fluent public
speakers capable of expressing
their views, and processing the
views of others.

OUR KS3 PROVISION

Pupils are taught in mixed
ability groups to improve
pupils’ self-esteem and
motivation, to further the
quality of opportunity and to
foster mutual respect, support,
understanding and tolerance
between students.

As part of our improved transition between
Primary and Secondary we have evaluated our
KS3 provision, consulted academic research and
worked closely with our primary colleagues to
develop a new and innovative KS3 experience
tailored to the needs of our pupils.
Pupils study english, mathematics and modern foreign languages as well as the new
cross-curricular subject areas of discover, create and perform. The new subject areas
provide pupils with the opportunity to explore subjects in a deeper more coherent
way, by grouping similar subjects.

Covers Science, History, Geography
and Religious Education.

Discover
Brings together Art, Design Technology and
Information and Communications Technology.

Create
Incorporates Dance, Drama,
Physical Education and Music.

Perform
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ACHIEVEMENT
Pupil progress will be measured against Age Related Expectations,
(ARE) in key areas. Achievement is to be reported as follows:

Emerging

Emerging

Developing

Developing

Secure

Indicates that the
pupil is at the start
of their learning
journey, but has
made some
progress, they are
working towards
the age related
expectation.

Indicates that
the pupil is
progressing
towards ARE,
their knowledge,
skills and
understanding
are developing.

Indicates that
the pupil is
progressing
towards ARE, their
knowledge, skills
and understanding
have developed
further.

Indicates that the
pupil is working
at ARE.

+

Indicates that the
pupil is at the start
of their learning
journey, they are
working towards
the age related
expectation, for
the end of their
academic year.

+

Secure

+

Indicates that
the pupil has
exceeded
the ARE.

Reports will indicate level of achievement so far and the next steps
needed to improve across all subjects.

LEARNING

ENVIRONMENT
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To provide learning environments on a smaller
scale, we have created distinctive ‘bases’ within
the Nottingham Academy, ‘schools within a school’,
for different age groups of pupils. In particular we
have self-contained bases for Year 7 and 8 pupils,
where they can feel safe and secure.

THEMATIC APPROACH
A thematic approach allows pupils to investigate a
concept or problem in all curricular areas. This allows
pupils to make connections across subject areas and
apply themselves in a number of different ways. The
themes cover a range of problems resonating with real life
situations that pupils may encounter. The theme lasts
for a half term, the first theme is Survival.

Survival – Pupils investigate how to survive in
different situations, they evaluate what they need to
survive both emotionally and physically. In English
the companion text is “A Monster Calls” which covers
challenging issues around how a young boy copes with
personal tragedy. In mathematics techniques and skills
are applied to solving problems based around physical
survival needs. Modern foreign languages addressed
the difficulties of being in a different country and
needing to communicate with others. In discover pupils
learn about basic cell structure and function, they
learn how to solve problems like purifying water. Pupils
also consider how societies survive; looking at why
civilisations grow up in certain areas and what rules
those societies need to function successfully. Create
brings together shelter building, material evaluation
and representing your surroundings both digitally
and through art. In perform pupils look at teamwork
and the importance of the myriad of individual skills
that they have, through role play and performance of
survival situations.

THEMES 2016-2017
Puzzling problems
– How do I overcome problems?
Myths and Legends
– What’s my story?
Caring for Our World
– How can I look after my environment?
Communication and Reputation – How do
others see us? How do we want to be seen?
All the World’s a Stage
– Are things always as they seem?

Discover
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Literacy
Literacy is promoted in all subjects, supported by
language development through oracy. Literacy
focuses on reading for meaning and for pleasure
and writing in a variety of ways to communicate
meaning and information. Pupils will learn how
to interrogate a variety of text forms, to ask
and answer questions about the text and to
make inferences from a variety of sources. They
will learn how to write clearly, concisely and
effectively in a wide range of situations across all
subjects. Our aim is to create a word rich learning
environment to support pupils’ academic and
personal growth. Pupils are expected to read at
home and in their free time as well as in class.
Literacy across all subjects is assessed in three
main areas; these are then broken down into
more specific skills;

Reading
•
•
•
•

Asking questions, recalling and summarising
main ideas
Drawing inferences and predicting what
might happen
Processing information
Discussing reading and recommending books

Key Capabilities
Key Capabilities are a constant thread running
through all subjects. Key Capabilities include
five essential life skills which characterise
successful people; they are designed to improve
pupils’ abilities in and out of education. Valuing
the thought processes and discipline required
to become responsible, self-regulating and
independent learners. The five areas to be
assessed in key capabilities are;

Managing information – Asking focused
questions, planning for success, setting goals
and managing setbacks. Selecting, recording,
classifying, comparing and evaluating information
in many forms.

Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision
Making – Searching for meaning, deepening
understanding and coping with demanding
new challenges.

Being Creative – Imagining new solutions,
generating new ideas, inventing and taking risks.
Working with Others – Working
collaboratively, becoming sensitive to others’
feelings, valuing the ideas of others.

Writing
Self-Management – Becoming self-evaluating,
•
•
•
•
•

Planning, drafting, evaluating
and proofreading
Use of vocabulary
Handwriting
Organisation and structure
Performing

Spelling and Grammar
•
•
•
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Knowledge of conventions
Correct use
Identifying and correcting errors

identifying strengths and weaknesses. To develop
independence, to successfully and responsibly
self-manage.

Oracy
Pupils will have the opportunity to explore
subjects through discussion, to learn how to listen
to the views of others and become skilled enough
to put forward a reasoned coherent discussion,
making use of a wide ranging vocabulary,
appropriate structure and consideration of
audience. In all subjects pupils will learn how to
appropriately express themselves; talk allows
more dynamic thought, self-correcting and leads
to a deeper understanding. The four areas to be
assessed in oracy are;

Physical – use of voice and body language to
express feeling and engage the audience.

Linguistic – vocabulary, language variety,
structure and rhetorical technique.

SUMMARY
At the Nottingham Academy we provide a
challenging, supportive environment which
enables pupils to achieve in a variety of ways,
with pupils achieving and being recognised
for personal successes at many levels. Year 7
is a time of transition where pupils become
more independent, they start to build on
the foundations laid down in KS1 and 2. Our
curriculum promotes the skills needed to
take advantage of the high quality teaching
across the academy. Developing pupils who
are eloquent, self-assured, self-motivating,
evaluative and driven. Pupils that have an
awareness of the value of informed opinion
and the inquisitiveness to find out information
from a variety of sources.

Cognitive – content, clarifying and
summarising, self-regulation, organisation and
audience awareness

Social and Emotional – working with
others, listening and responding and confidence
in speaking.
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This prospectus provides detail of the thematic approach to the key stage 3 provision at Nottingham Academy.
Details on our primary and post – 16 provision are available on our website and within the prospectus for
those phases. A full school prospectus can be found on our website with key documents and policies for the
Nottingham Academy at www.nottinghamacademy.org

The information in this brochure is correct at the date of going to press, November 2016.

